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IX (1667-1670). Both the cardinals of the Medici family
having died during the preceding four years the new Pope
now made Prince Leopold, by this time fifty years old, a
cardinal in the place of his brother, Giovanni Carlo In this
same year (1667) Ferdinand's brother, the successful soldier
Mattias, died at the age of fifty-four at Siena, of which city
he had for many years been Governor, and where he was much
liked. He never married, and was thus the third of Ferdi-
nand's brothers who had died leaving no children. His body
was biought to Florence, and buried (like all those at this
time) in the New Sacristy of San Lorenzo, waiting until the
family mausoleum was sufficiently completed for them to be
interred there.87

In the same year that Prince Leopold was made cardinal,
and that Prince Mattias died, the quarrels between the Prin-
cess Marguerite Louise and the monkish and irritable youth
to whom she had been married again developed into an open
rupture. Sent to the family palace at Pisa, Marguerite Louise
was kept there by Cosimo as a sort of prisoner, and prevented
from holding any communication with the outside world.
Finding her circumstances becoming thus ever more in-
tolerable, and that she could get no help from her relatives
in France, she evolved the idea of escape from the contempt-
ible Cosimo by joining a party of gipsies, with whom she
was discovered one night settling all the arrangements from
a window of the palace at Pisa; whereupon that mode of
escape was made impossible. Soon afterwards her second
child 'was born, a daughter, named Anna Maria Ludovica.
The wild projects and immoderate behaviour into which
Marguerite Louise was drawn have too often formed a sub-
ject merely for ridicule. They show to what depths of despair
this once bright, clever, and accomplished girl had been
reduced by the cruel policy of Louis XIV and Cardinal Maza-
rin in forcing her to marry one so infinitely her inferior in
abilities, knowledge, and every other quality; and her vaga-
ries, laughable as they often were, should rather excite an